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Oct. 14, 1985
LS-AS-Hts

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL (Oct. 14, 1985)--Excited would be one of the understatements of ·
the year in describing Eastern Illinois head coach Barbara Hilke's anxious anticipation of the beginning of workouts (Oct. 15) for the Lady Panthers basketball squad.
Euphoric may be appropo.
"I'm really looking forward to this season," explains Hilke as she is entering
her seventh season at the Eastern helm.
have returning.
league.

"I feel really good about the players we

'Ihey know the type of dedication that is needed to win in the

I'm also very excited about our incoming freshmen class.

I feel this is

one of the finest recruiting classes we've ever had at Eastern."
'Ihe Lady Panthers return eight players--including four senior starters--from last
season's 16-12 club.

EIU finished in fifth-place in the Gateway Conference with an

8-10 record.
"'Ibis year's team has the potential to have a very successful season," adds
Hilke.

"Everyone says that Southern Illinois and Drake are the

te~ms

to beat but with

our blend of experience and youth • • • I think we can finish in the top three in the
conference and give them a run for the money."
Senior CHRIS ALDRIDGE (Taylorville) led the squad in scoring a year ago with a
14.7 average.

'Ihe all-league forward was second in rebounding with a 7.1 mark.

A pair of seniors--KIM MAXEY CMattoon) and MELANIE HATFIELD (Lawrenceburg, IN)
--appear to have the inside track at guard.

Maxey was the Lady Panthers' floor-general

last season; she averaged more than eight points a game and led the team in assists
with 123.

Hatfield is the second-leading returning scorer with a 11.6 mark.

'Ihe

cat-quick performer also notched 70 steals.
Slender SUE HYND (Ottawa) will maintain the pivot for Hilke.

'Ihe 6-foot-2 senior

averaged 9.1 points and 4.6 rebounds a game a year ago. She also spent last summer with
an Athletes in Action squad that toured Australia and the Far East.

Eastern inked five
1985-86.

Mi~~est

prep standouts who figure

, see extensive duty in

Hilke and staff filled a much needed void in size by signing 6-2, 170-pound

forward BRENDA WEBB (Antioch) and 5-11, 175-pound forward LISA TYLER (Aurora, IN/South
Dearborn).

Webb averaged 15 ppg and 15 rpg for Antioch-High School.

conference and all-area honors for the Sequoits.
lades for South Dearborn High School.

She earned all-

tyler received a plethora of

·~~c

She received pre-season All-Indiana honors from

Hoosier Basketball Magazine.
LIZ CAVANAGH (Springfield/Sacred Heart), SHERYL BONSE!! (Scottsburg, IN) and
SHELLY ETHRIDGE (New Baden/Breese Mater Dei) will help bolster the EIU guard corps.
Cavanagh was twice named to the Springfield Journal Register's all-city team.

Bonsett

was named to the prestigious Indiana All-Star squad after scoring at a 17.3 ppg clip
for Scottsburg High School.

Ethridge earned MVP honors at the Illinois Class A All-

Star game in Peoria last summer.

She averaged nearly 20 ppg while leading Breese

Mater Dei High School to a league title.
Rounding out the roster are four players who saw extensive action last season
coming off the bench.

Sophomores ANN BROWN (Evanston) and MICHELLE NEWMAN (Mattoon)

should compete with Webb and tyler for one of the starting forward spots.

Brown and

Newman both averaged 1.9 ppg last seasonr- Sophomore KERRY WALSH (Des Plaines/Marillac)
should back up Hynd in the middle while junior PAT HAMILTON (Decatur/Eisenhower)
figures to fight it out for the third guard spot.
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